
2001-2015 Chevy, GMC, Cadillac SUV Free Travel Mod (3”-5” Rear Drop)  

Also the rear bump stop brackets were removed and a urethane stop was bolted directly to the frame. 

With the stock bump stop brackets left in place the ride was fair and bottomed about 10% to 15% of the 

time. Removing the brackets improved the ride to a point that you would think the truck came from the 

factory with this stance. Remember it does not hurt anything to ride around for a while without this 

modification. There is very little disassembly involved and no parts to buy except two bump stops. 

Under some conditions (leasing etc.) you may not want to do this. I think if you wanted the truck 

retuned to stock this modification is easily reversed.  

 

 

This is the stock bracket with the bump stop shortened. The ride was fair but can be greatly improved by 

completely removing the bracket from the frame. 

 



 

 

First the lower shock bolts and lower sway bar bolts were removed. This frees up the rear end and all 

that is needed is to remove the springs and lower the rear end. 

 

 

 

A plasma cutter makes quick work cutting along the profile of the frame making sure not to cut into the 

frame itself. A good plasma job can get within a 1/16 of an inch. The remainder will be cleaned up with a 

4” grinder.  

 



 

 

These are the stops after being cut from the truck. If it is done with skill there is no reason they could 

not be reattached later. 

 

 

 

Jack the rear end back into place to make sure the new urethane button bump stop will align properly 

then drill and tap a 3/8 x 16 threaded hole. 

 

 

 



This is the frame after a little clean up with the grinder. Spending a little extra time all evidence of the 

bracket can be removed. Now you can see the very standard frame that was covered by the bracket. 

 

   

 After installing the springs, sway bar links and shocks you can see there is much more clearance than 

before. This will make for a much improved ride and will eliminate the bottoming problem with the 

stock configuration. Some customers have commented that the ride and handling is better than stock. 

We are not going that far but realistically you can have a 5” rear lowering and a very good ride.  


